
This year has also given 
us a more serious trial in 
the form of Coronavirus. 
I’m sure none of you need 
reminding of that. 
The Sanctuary closed its 
door for the winter break in 
early January, having every 
intention of re-opening at 
Easter. Along came Covid 19 
and we haven’t welcomed 
a visitor since. We had no 
choice but to follow the 
guidelines put in place 
and like others in similar 
positions, put our animals 
first and continued  
to do our best to provide  
their care.
The Sanctuary gates will 
remain closed for their 
immediate future.

We have been all very 
touched and overwhelmed 
at the continued support 
we have had during these 
months. Adoptions and 
donations and all sort of 
kind gestures have helped 
keep things going and 
although the donkeys do 
miss the interaction with 
the weekend visitors, they 
seem very well and have all 
enjoyed a long lazy summer, 
eating and sleeping the 
days away.

I suppose you would be expecting 
us to say that Covid 19 has been 
our most worrying issue during the 
last 9 months, but as many of you 
will know through social media 
etc., the passing of the Sanctuary 
Founder, Rosemary Dale, has been 
an exceptionally upsetting and sad 
time for all here.

With declining health over the past 
18 months, Mrs Dale passed away 
at home with her beloved pet dogs 
with her, just a month before her 
90th Birthday. Mrs Dale was an 
animal person first and a people 
person thereafter, she gave her 
time unselfishly whilst dedicating 
her time on this planet to both.

The Scottish Borders Donkey  
Sanctuary will have celebrated its 
19th Birthday in mid-October and all 
here at ‘The Holmes’ wish nothing 
more than to carry forward the 
good work started by Rosemary, 
taking care of the donkeys, mules 
and whatever needed her help. 
Giving them a happy and peaceful 
life, whilst in our care.

An emotional year
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Hi Everyone, I hope we find you well after what  
has been a very difficult year for us all.  
My apologies for the lack of correspondence, we,  
at the Sanctuary have had a very emotional year.



PASTURES NEW
Our rehoming project has been busy 
this summer with donkeys whizzing 
out the gates, as we found suitable 
homes keen to take on two.

We’d like to introduce 
Hamish, Sheamus and 
Jethro better known  
as ‘The Irish Boys’.

They are lads, who 
are a threesome of 
considerable popularity 
and although great  
mates, are very different 
in character.

We have now called a halt to all rehoming to concentrate on getting 
plans put in place for the winter, placing whose who need a little extra 
help in the sheds at the yard, whilst those fit and a little over-weight 
remaining out in the fields, with shelters and plenty hay. The winter 
gives the opportunity for natural slimming in the donkey world and 
helps offset the good times of summer. Once again, may me thank  
you for all your support during these trying times, your continued 
loyalty means everything to us. We hope that next year, some form  
of normality may resume and we can receive visitors. Thank you all.

Some of the Donkeys which 
have been adopted in the past 
have been rehomed the reason 
for this is so we can make room 
to take in and help others less 
fortunate. We apologise for any 
upset caused and strive to find 
only the best homes.

HAMISH. 

He is the tallest but slight in 
build. His life has not been 
plain sailing, seven years ago 
he was diagnosed as having 
sarcoids (cancerous growths) 
over several points of his body. 
Two lots of surgery removed 
them and to date have not 
returned. One cluster on his 
fore leg were impossible 
to completely remove, but 
although are noticeable, 
have not regrown to anything 
significant. We just hope that 
how they will 
remain. We had 
vets examine 
them and, on 
their advice, we 
decided to leave 
them alone, so 
long as they 
weren’t causing 
discomfort.

SHEAMUS 

Definitely the cheeky chap 
of the trio, also the smallest 
and boldest. Always to the 
front and never any problem 
to catch, or getting his feet 
trimmed. His biggest fault is 
his greed, therefore in need 
of shedding a few kilos, but 
a very likeable and friendly 
fellow.

JETHRO 

Last but not least, Jethro is 
definitely the most nervous 
and skittish of the three. Very 
defensive of his feed and a bit 
of a bully to the other donkeys. 
He also like Sheamus could 
do to slim down a little and 
is a pushy to work on. He 
very much rules the roost in 
any group and will fight any 
donkey who doesn’t fall into 
line. He is also very popular 
with the adoptees, with many, 
many sponsors.

Many of your 
favourites, who 
came here as 
young athletic 
…. Are now 
advancing in years 
like the rest of us.  
After the Sanctuary opened, 
many donkeys came to 
us from Ireland via cattle 
markets. These were 
approximately 5 – 8 years 
old, which now brings them 
up to 20 plus years. Most 
of them are very healthy 
and still thriving, but for 
some, there is now the need 
of medication and extra 
feeds in the evening. This 
now comes as a regular 
and necessary part of the 
daily routine and puts extra 
strain on the Sanctuary 
resources. At the moment 
six of our Senior Donkeys 
are in need of extra care and 
attention, none of which are 
in an unstable condition, but 
without the support of you, 
our sponsors and generous 
adoptees the levels of 
necessary care would almost 
certainly be compromised. 
Thank you all!
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MEET THE GANG DONKEYS OF THE ISSUE



Amidst all the doom and gloom  
of spring and summer, we had  
some cheerful and happy events.
Amidst all the doom and gloom 
of spring and summer, we had 
some cheerful and happy events. 
Matilda, our Jenny who came to 
us the previous year, gave birth 
to a coloured little lad called 
Barney. He is full of Character 
and afraid of nothing. The next 
day, Avril, another incomer from 
the previous year, gave us a very 
smart female called Joy. 

Joy was a very cute reminder 
of her father, Waffles. He was 
castrated and rehomed. Both 
foals were a welcome distraction 
from less pleasant events.

We have a few new donkeys who have joined us, most of which were very 
well mannered and gentle and moved to their new home without any fuss. 
WE must show our appreciation to all those who have given donkeys loving, 
caring homes and help us make room top help others less fortunate. We are 
happy to say we haven’t lost any don-keys over the last few months and are 
still waiting for one to join us before winter sets in.

NEW ARRIVALS
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Information 
Updates
We were able to Launch our 
new website in November 
after many months of 
preparation, and we have 
been able to immediately 
see the benefits for both 
supporters and staff alike. 
We hope to include more 
Donkeys onto the Adoption 
Roll through time but have 
limited it for now just until we 
see things all go according 
to plan. There are alterations 
to the Adoption process so 
please follow the guide lines 
and instructions carefully and 
you should find things are 
much more efficient.

Our plan for the Newsletter is 
that, we aim to produce three  
per year to keep you all 
informed of the developments 
here at Donkey Heaven. 

To try to trim down on 
expense we are going to put 
the Newsletter on the Website 
and hope many of you will be 
able to read it from there.

All of us here at The Scottish 
Borders Donkey Sanctuary 
wish you all A Very Happy 
Christmas and a Happy and 
Healthy New Year, but by far 
most importantly, Please Stay 
Safe And Well!


